Chemotherapy-induced suppression to adenoma or complete suppression of the primary in patients with stage IV colorectal cancer: report of four cases.
Although modern chemotherapy of stage IV advanced colorectal cancer (CRC) has impressively improved overall survival, the response of the primary tumor has not been studied because surgical resection of the primary continues to be the standard procedure in stage IV CRC. Long-term follow-up of the primary in patients with stage IV CRC under chemotherapy. Here we report on the histological changes in the primary tumor in four patients suffering from stage IV CRC. Systemic chemotherapy was started immediately after endoscopic tumor debulking in three cases. In one case no endoscopic intervention was performed before chemotherapy. Neither macroscopic nor histological evidence for malignant tumor growth was found at the former site of the primary after 6, 23, 26 or 48 months, respectively. Two patients had a complete suppression of the primary, two patients had an adenoma at the former site of the primary. To date, three patients have died because of progression of liver metastases and one patient is still alive with no signs of tumor growth. The four cases illustrate that today's chemotherapy may effectively induces suppression of the primary in CRC. The development of CRC may follow different pathways.